STAFF COUNCIL MINUTES
JULY 9, 2008

The WKU Staff Council met on July 9, 2008 at MMTH Journalism Library. Those present were Cassandra
Bailey, Tammi Beach, Diane Carver, Larry (Tex) Currington, James Kennedy, Cheryl Lewis-Smith, Sherry
Merkling, Angela Robertson, Darrel Saalwaechter, Tamela Smith, Retha Spinks, Tammy Spinks, Shannon
Ward, and Mike Young. Not present April Gaskey and Jennifer Ragan.
Deborah Wilkins attended the meeting and expressed a desire to attend the meetings for a short period
of time. It was agreed that she should attend around 11:00 p.m. for each meeting.
Pictures of all members together and individuals were taken for the web page.
Mike Young expressed a desire that we post on our web page all locations that give WKU discounts. It
was decided that the secretary, Diane Carver receive emails from staff concerning various locations. She
would then pass this information along to the Discount Committee, James Kennedy, Cheryl Lewis-Smith
and Shannon Ward for verification. James Kennedy would then keep the web page current.
Staff Council was requested to look into a Sam’s Club Membership for WKU employees. The only way a
membership could be done is if Staff Council set up an account, keep up with members, payments, etc…
The Staff Council agreed that we should not pursue this issue.
Angela Robertson said she wants to look into increasing the mileage amount, which currently is .44 per
mile. She believes the state rate is more. The Staff Council thought this was worth checking out. She
will look into this matter further.
Tex Currington suggested that we look into allowing staff to take a floating vacation day for their
birthday, since we did not receive a significant pay raise. It was decided to not pursue this matter at this
time.
It was suggested that we look into having picnic tables set up around campus. We will ask Gary
Meszaros when he attends this meeting later.
Cassandra Bailey, Tamela Smith and Angela Robertson reported on the air conditioning being off at
Pearce Ford Tower while the maintenance staff is working this summer. They stated that the hall is
being renovated, so there is no air conditioning. Commercial fans have been provided, Gatorade and
water are being provided and extra break times are being set up.
Jennifer Tougas and Gary Meszaros attended the meeting to discuss Parking and Transportation. They
discussed the parking and transportation budget and future needs. They said all funds will go toward
improving parking and transportation. No funds will be used for additional personnel. Gary stated that
picnic tables with umbrellas will be set up soon around campus at locations by MMTH, PFT, Garrett and
the library.
Angela Robertson passed out a letter requesting sponsorship for the 2008 Fall Break Brunch.

The Ombudsman position was discussed. The president has asked the Staff Council for a
recommendation for this position. Angela has received several emails concerning staff who are
interested in this position. Staff do not have to go through the Staff Council, but those who did were
reviewed. We agreed to recommend someone to be the Ombudsman.
Partner Benefits were asked about, with our last poll of staff the majority were not in favor. We decided
to not pursue this matter at this time. A few universities around the state have implemented partner
benefits.
Angela Robertson requested that we look into the Shared Medical Leave Bank policy. A committee has
been set up including Cheryl Lewis-Smith, Retha Spinks, and Tammi Beach.
The next meeting will be on August 6, 2008 at MMTH.

